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Monday,      and  the  friendly  attitude  of   England  in   1870,   and

August 3rd, the proof of friendship she has just  given  us  again,

1914           j make a supreme appeal to the Diplomatic intervention

of Your Majesty's Government to safeguard the integrity

of Belgium/

" We have vital interests in the independence of
Belgium. If she is compelled to submit to her neutrality
being violated, the situation is clear. Even if by agree-
ment she admitted the violation of her neutrality, she
could only do so under duresse. The one desire of the
Smaller States is that they should be left alone and
independent. The one thing they fear is, I think, not
so much that their integrity but that their independence
should be interfered with. If, in this war which is before
Europe, the neutrality of one of those countries is violated,
and no action be taken to resent it, at the end of the war,
whatsoever the integrity may be, the independence will
be gone. It may be said, I suppose, that we might stand
aside, husband our strength, and, whatever happened in
the course of this war, at the end of it intervene with
effect to put things right; but for us, with a powerful
Fleet, which we believe able to protect our commerce,
our shores, and our interests, we shall suffer but little more
if we engage in war than if we stand aside.

" We are going to suffer terribly in either case.
Foreign trade is going to stop, not because the routes
are closed, but because there is no trade at the other end.
Continental nations with all their populations, energies,
and wealth, engaged in a desperate struggle, cannot cany
on the trade with us that they are carrying on in times of
peace. I do not believe for a moment that at the end of
this war, even if we stood aside, we should be in a position
to use our force decisively to undo what had happened,
or prevent the whole of the West of Europe falling under
the domination of a single Power, and I am quite sure
that our moral position would be such as to have lost
us all respect.